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SUBJECT: SAHARA WATCH: JULY 16 ATTACK ON ZOUERATE AND NOUAKCHOTT ALERT 


1. SIX MILITARY AND ONE CIVILIAC WERE KILLED AND SEVENTEEN WOUNDED IN 
POLISARIO SATURDAY (JULY I6)MORTAR ATTACK ON ZOUERATE IRON 
MINING CENTER. ACCORDING PRENCH EMBASSY, MILITARY CASUALTIES WERE 
HIT DURING SKIRMISH WITH WITHDRAWING ATTACK FORCE. 

2. MIT, IT ARY AND SECURITY PORCES IN NOUAKCHOTT AREA WERE PUT 

ON ALERT NOON SUNDAY (JULY 17) IN RESPONSE REPORTED MORNING SIGHTING 
OP 
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POLISARIO ATTACK PORCE WWST OP AKJOUJT (250 KILOMETERS NORTHEAST 
OP NOUAKCHOTT AT END OP PAVED HIGHWAY). MILITARY/SECURITY PORCES 
BUSTELED AROUND CAPITAL THROUGHOUT NOON AND EARLY EVENING. ALL 
UNNECESSARY CIVILIAN PERSONNEL WERE DISMISSED PROM AIRPORT AND 
TIGHT CONTROLS ESTABLISHED ON APPROACHES TO AIRPORT AND TAKE- 
OPF POINT OP AKJOUJT ROAD ON NORTHEAST SIDE OP CITY; MACHINE 
GUN CREWS DUG IN ON NORTH AND EASTERN PERIMETERS OP CAPITAL; 
MILITARY/SECURITY PORCES INITIATED ACTIVE MOBIL PATROLLING AND 
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SET UP ROAD BLOCKS TO CONTROL MOVEMENT AROUND CITY. RECONNAISSANCE 
AIRCRAFT SENT ALOFT DESPITE VIRUTALLY ZERO VISIBILITY OF VERY 
BAD SANDSTORM, AND TWO GROUND FORCES TEAMS WERE SENT NORTHWARD 
TO CHECK OUT CIVILIAN ATTACK REPORT. DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF 
TOLD EMBOFF LATE MONDAY MORNING (lULY 18) THAT AIR AND GROUND 
RECONNAISSANCE FORCES DESPTCHED TOWARD AKIOUJT TO AREA OF 
REPORTED SIGHTING FOUND NO EVIDENCE WHATSOEVER OF POLISARIO. 

DESPITE ACTIVE ASSISTANCE OF CIVILIAN WHO HAD REPORTED SEEING 
ATTACK FORCE, MAURITANIAN GROUND UNITS FOUND NO VEHICLES, NO 
ACTIVITY AND NO TRACKS. ALERT CANCELLED EARLY MONDAY MORNING. 
TROOPS HAVE RETURNED TO THEIR BARRACKS. ONLY REMAINING TRACE 
OF YESTERDAYS ALERT ARE CONTINUED TIGHT SECURITY MEASURES AT 
AIRPOGT. 

3. COMMENT: IN SHARP CONTRAST TO JULY 3 INACTION, MAURITANIAN 
MILITARY/SECURITY AUTHORITIES REACTED QUICKLY, DECISIVELY, AND 
APPARENTLY EFFECTIVELY TO JULY 27 REPORT OF POLISARIO ACTIVITY. 
ACCORDING DEPUTY CS, AUTHORITIES WERE KEENLY AWARE OF AND 
RESPONDED TO NERVOUSNESS AND FEAR OF CAPITAL RESIDENTS DESPITE 
THEIR PROFESSIONAL MILITARY JUDGEMENT THAT ENEMY COULD NOT AND 
WOULD NOT ATTACK DURING SANDSTORM WHICH HID BOTH THEIR TARGETS 
AND DEFENDIMM UNITS. PRESSURE ON MILITARY TO ACT AFTER JULY 3 
FIASCO, ESPECIALLY ON SUNDAY (USUAL MILITARY DAY OFF AND 
FAVORITE POLISARIO STRIKE DAY) WAS NOT EXPLICITLY ACKNOWLEDGED. 
COUPLING REPORUDNSIGHTING OF POLISARIO NEAR AKIOUJT WITH ZOUERATE 
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ATTACK, YFRENCH EMBAO Y OFFICIALS NOTED POSSIBLIITY OF ZOUERATE 
STRIKE AS DIVERSIONARY TACTIC TO SHIELD SOUTHWARD TRAVERSE OF 
ATTACKING FORCE, AND ACCORDINGLY ADVISED FRENCH CITIZEN RESIDENTS, 
AND TRANSIENTS TO RETURN TO THEIR QUARTERS AND STAY THERE. 

FRENCH COMSULAR DECISION PLUS MAURITANIAN MILITARY ALERT TURNED 
JIET SUNDAY AFTERNOON INTO TENSE EIGHT HOURS FOR ALL THE 
INAHABITANTS OF SANDSVILLE. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: UNCONVENTIONAL WARFARE, COMBAT OPERATIONS, DEATHS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 18-Jul-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977NOUAKC01624 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770268-0079 

Format: TEL 
From: NOUAKCHOTT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770747/aaaabonu.tel 

Line Count: 102 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 638c1d68-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION PM 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1830053 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SAHARA WATCH: JULY 16 ATTACK ON ZOUERATE AND NOUAKCHOTT ALERT 
TAGS: MOPS, SS, MR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/638c1 d68-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



